
municipal methods must be subservient to the con¬
trol of the Nation's government officials. Further¬
more, the American people have had their eyes widely
opened to the enormity of the pauperism, imbecility
and crime that is being transported in bulk to our
shores.
This iniquitous business cannot be stopped by

States or municipalities, but like an effective quaran¬
tine must be in the hands of and controlled to the
extent of indefinite suspension by the National
Government.
In this connection the report of Surgeon J. B.

Hamilton, of the U. S. Marine Hospital Service, on
the recent quarantine at New York, published in our
current issue, contains matter of great interest and
value.
We now know enough to know that hereafter

Nations should be held responsible for the existence
and spread of this destroying disease.
Cholera can be as effectually eradicated as small¬

pox or typhus fever. Let every member of the
American Medical Association take it upon himself
to see that the Member of Congress representing his
district is thoroughly informed on this subject.
There is no possibility of his knowing too much
about the dangers of wholesale ship and fleet loads
of immigrant paupers, imbeciles and criminals with
their accompaniments, including cholera.
The Falsity of Nostrum Dealing.\p=m-\The Positive Medica-

tor, June, has formulated the following conclusions as the
result of a very full knowledge of the ways and means of
the patent-medicine vendors :

1. They claim to be specifics, which they are not.
2. The consumer pays an excessive price for a secret pre-

paration when, were its formula know, the same preparation
could be prepared and sold by his druggist at a reasonable
figure.
2. Simple remedies are clouded in secrecy and sold as val-

uable new discoveries, which they are not.
4. Nostrums interfere with legitimate pharmacy, and be-

ing sold by dry goods bazaars, rob the pharmacist of his
right alone to compound simple remedies for simple ail-
ments.
5. Their selling value depends not upon theirmerit, but

entirely upon their being pushed by advertising, which ad-
vertising in the end the consumer has to pay for.
6. There is no question but that the manner of advertising

many nostrums is injurious to the public good. Ignorant
people with slight illnesses are made to believe that they
are in dangerous conditions and frightened into buying and
consuming stuff which may not at all be suited to their cases,
and which they use at an excessive cost to their pocket-books
and general health.
From the above statement it will be seen that it is practi¬

cally impossible for the nostrum-maker to say a true word
in any of his published statements.
One ingenious calculator has figured out the cost of pro¬

duction of a dollar bottle of advertised medicine, and he
has found that the utmost of drug-value that the manufac¬
turer can afford to deliver to the sick person is ten cents.
In other words, ninety cents out of the dollar, paid by the
consumer, are necessarily absorbed by the proprietor, the
wholesale druggist, the local dealer and the newspapers and
other channels of spreading the lying claims of the nostrum,
before the deluded patient receives his dime's worth of
noxious liquid. And doubtless it is better for the patient

that he gets that small return for his dollar, the less he gets-
for his money the better off he will be.

Errata. \p=m-\Inthe issue of September 17, page 335, the head-
ing of S. C. Ayers'article should read "Embolism of the Cen-
tral Artery, or Thrombosis?" instead of a thrombosis.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL
QUARANTINE STATION NEAR NEW

YORK HARBOR.
BY JOHN B. HAMILTON, M.D., LL.D.,

SURGEON U. S. MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE, FORMERLY SUPERVISING
SURGEON-GENERAL M.-H. S.

The Journal has secured a copy of Dr. Hamilton's
report on the construction of " Camp Low." It is
interesting from a sanitary point of view as being a

report of the first camp constructed in the United
States for cholera suspects, and the rapidity with
which the work was accomplished was itself a feat
worthy of notice.

Revenue Marine Steamer "U. S. Grant,"
Off Camp Low, New Jersey,

Sept. 20, 1892.
The Hon. Charles Foster,

Secretary of the Treasury, Washington :

Sir,\p=m-\I have the honor to report the establishment, accord-
ing to your orders, of the National Quarantine Station,
" Camp Low," on the government reservation at Sandy
Hook.

RAISON D'ETRE.
The reason for the existence for this establishment was

the presence in New York harbor of several vessels
infected with Asiatic cholera, having on board a very
large number of passengers exposed to the danger of infec¬
tion, and for whom the provisions made by the health
authorities of the State of New York were entirely inade¬
quate. In particular, the passengers from the steamer
"Normania,"of the Hamburg-American line, were in quar¬
antine for several days, and each day members of the crew

were taken sick with cholera. These passengers being
detained on board, were constantly subjected, on the one

hand, to the terrors of Asiatic cholera, and the hardships of
rigorous confinement on the other. Although detained in
quarantine, these passengers, most of them American citi¬
zens, managed to communicate their unfortunate condition-
to the public; and American sympathy, always responsive
to human suffering, was quick to heed. The Government
undertook to supply the deficiencies of the local quarantine
at New York, and by your direction I examined the New
York quarantine stations at Hoffman's and Swinburne's
Islands, and found that Hoffman's Island, the only station
to which persons from infected vessels could be removed,
was crowded with detained emigrants ; that no more could
be accommodated, and that no provisions whatever had
been made for cabin passengers. More than ten thousand
steerage from European ports infected with Asiatic cholera
were either on their way or were booked for passage, and
ships recently arrived had lost many on the voyage. Under
the stress of this menace the Government had no alterna¬
tive, and by your further direction, I next inquired what
measures of- precaution could be undertaken by the Gov¬
ernment to aid the State of New York in what threatened
to become one of the most calamitous years of the Repub¬
lic, in averting the prospective invasion.
You placed the U. S. revenue steamer, " Grant," Capt.

Thos. S. Smyth, at my disposal, and her officers rendered
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